DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 


DIAlogue 


THE NEWSLETTER OF DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 


No 3: September 1, 2005 


Dear Parents, Teachers, Pupils and Friends of the Academy, 


Once again it is a pleasure to be communicating with you about the imminent opening of Dubai 
International Academy. 


| hope that the information which follows is both informative and of interest to you. Should you have 
doubts about any of these matters or have other concerns please do not hesitate to contact me or Resh 
Ariel (Deputy Principal, Secondary School) or Donavon Reinsmoen (Principal, Elementary School). We are 
at your service, fully available and pleased to see you or to respond to your calls or e-mails. 


~~000~~ 


Donavon Reinsmoen, is from lowa in the USA and has been involved with international 
schools since 1978. He has previously been an elementary teacher at Taipei American 
School, The American Embassy School of New Delhi, Jakarta International School and the 
International School of Stavanger. Most recently he has been the Elementary principal at 
the International School of Islamabad, AES, New Delhi and Dubai American Academy. His 
™ Wife, Diana and his three children are all educators. He hopes that his soon to be born 
X granddaughter and 8 month old grandson continue this tradition. 


Donovan Reinsmoen 


Reshat Ariel (Resh), is from London, UK and began his teaching career in the State 
System throughout the UK. He then worked as IB Diploma Coordinator in an 
International School in Moscow for several years, and then in an IGCSE/IB school in 
Aleppo, Syria as High School Principal. Prior to joining DIA, Resh spent a year as 
Academic Advisor to a growing IB School in Abu Dhabi. X 


Resh Ariel 


~~000~~ 


SCHOOL CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER FROM SATURDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 


Please note that from Saturday 10" September the telephone number at the School will be: 04-3684111. 


PARENTS AND STUDENTS ORIENTATION DAY - Saturday 10th September 2005: 8.30am - 12.00pm 


Teachers and Administrative staff are very much looking forward to welcoming you to the School on this day. 
Classroom Teachers, Subject Specialists and Administrative Staff will all be on hand and delighted to answer your 
questions and to respond to your comments. 


We intend to show you all the facilities that are available; we will also indicate the arrival and pick up points; we 
will give you an initial sense of how the School will function, and of course introduce you and your children to their 
teachers and to their classmates. At the same time there will be opportunities to meet your fellow Mums and Dads 
and to begin building the Community of Parents that must quickly become an essential and important community 
within the School. The schedules/timetables that your children will follow will also be distributed and explained, 
together with the “Parent Handbook”. 


We should like to see all pupils and students in full School uniform on this day. You will remember that “ZAKS” is 
the School’s supplier. “ZAKS” can be found at: 


The Beach Centre, Opening hours: 10.00 - 20.00 
Beach Road, Jumeirah Closed Friday 

Tel: 04 3429828 

Http:// www.zaksstore.com/index.htm 


SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORT 


Representatives of “Diamondlease”, the well-established transport services provider with a fine reputation for 
quality and care will be attending the Orientation Day and looking forward to meeting those families who will be 
using bus transport. 


If you wish to contact “Diamondlease” before the Orientation Day, please call 050 5147885 and ask for Mr 
Mozzamal Hussain. 


MORE ABOUT THE ORIENTATION DAY 
On Wednesday September 7th we shall be forwarding a further Newsletter which will explain in greater detail how 


we will use this morning to help you to begin to understand the School, and where and how your child or children 
will be accommodated, taught and cared for. 


FIRST FULL DAY - Sunday, September 11th At 7:40am 


All pupils and students will be met on arrival at the designated arrival points and at the end of the day will be cared 
for within the School until they are collected. 


An exciting new beginning for us all! During this day and until Wednesday in the Secondary School and for some 
three weeks in the Elementary School, we shall be following a programme/curriculum based upon the theme “A 
New World”. This has been designed to help everyone understand the geography of their School, to feel welcome 
and safe and to begin to become involved and engaged in a brand new School, with new challenges, new ways to 
learn and new friends with whom to share the excitement. 


All pupils and students should be in School uniform on this day - not forgetting the black shoes. 


STATIONERY 


Elementary School Supplies 


The school supplies displays and advertisements are all around us these days. To help your child in their selection of 
items we are providing a list of items recommended by the teachers for the start of the school year. Other items 
may be requested in the future and your child may also have special requests to add to their pencil case. 


All Students 


Glue stick 

Colored pencil set 

Erasers 

Pencil sharpener (with shavings container) 

Marker set, washable preferred - thick pens for N, Kg 1 and 2 


Nursery - KG2 
e Painting apron or shirt 


e Bottle of white glue 
e Crayons - thick 


Grade 1-3 

e ~=Ruler 

e 2 pencils 

e White glue 

e §=Pencil case, with student’s name 


Grade 4-5 

Pens, 2 red, 2 black, 2 blue 
Red pencils -2 

Pencils - 3 

Erasers - 2 

Highlighter set of 4 

Ruler, clear plastic 
Calculator - basic 

Compass, protractor, triangle 
Small stapler 

Small scissors 

Lined paper, A-4 size, 2 pads 
Pencil case - with name 


Grades 6 to 9 

2 black and 2 blue pens. 
2 HB pencils. 

Pencil sharpener. 
Eraser. 

15 cm ruler. 

30 cm ruler. 

Geometry set. 

Coloured pencils. 
Coloured pens. 

Glue stick. 

Cellotape or similar. 
Highlighter. 

Scissors. 

Pocket size translation dictionary if English is not your mother tongue. 
Reliable watch. 


Extra for Grades 8 and 9 
e Hole punch. 

A4 plastic wallets. 
Large post-its. 
Stapler. 

Paper clips. 


e If you don’t have a calculator please do not buy one- you will be advised by your Math’s teacher. 
e Something to tie long hair back in Science, PE etc. 


SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORT 


Also on this day all School services will begin including Bus Transport to and from School, and the various parts of 
Dubai. 


SECURITY AND SAFETY 


Your children’s safety is paramount. Everything will be done to ensure the security and safety of everyone within 
the School. All Parents and visitors to the School will be asked to sign in and out and to wear an identification tag 
while moving about the School. | hope that you will agree that these measures are important to ensure that all 
adults who are in the building can be easily identified, verified and accounted for. 


FROM BUILDING TO SCHOOL 


It is pleasing to be able to report to you that all regulatory clearances and permissions associated with the use of 
the building, its play and recreation areas and its car-parks are now in place. These comprise those issued by Dubai 
Electricity and Water Authority, (DEWA), Dubai Municipality (DM), and Civil Defence. We are thus officially assured 
of a safe and appropriate environment. 


It is not envisaged that everything that we intend to include within the School will be in place in the first couple of 
weeks. There are many items, objects and decorations which we shall introduce gradually, allowing us to use the 
initial period of occupation to become accustomed to the environment and to concentrate on safe and sensible 
movement around the building by pupils and students. We intend initially to emphasize essentials and to introduce 
additional innovations stage by stage. 


FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL 

Some children may suffer a little anxiety when starting at a new school, Such a reaction, whether displayed in 
School or at home, should be treated with patience and understanding. It is important that Parents inform the 
Classroom or Homeroom Teacher of the problem and vice versa, and that until the anxiety disappears - which 
usually happens quite quickly - Parents and Teachers maintain daily communication. 

Those bringing nursery children to School for the first time are reassured that almost all these little ones overcome 
their anxiety once their Parents are out of sight. This is not to say that you must leave immediately, rather to let 
you know that it is something that almost all of us as parents - and in some cases as grandparents too - have 
experienced. Our Nursery and Kindergarten teachers are trained to handle these moments which pass quite quickly. 
Parents too can find this first real separation a difficult time. Our teachers are also near by to help when necessary. 


NEWSLETTER 4 


The next Newsletter will be forwarded to you by email on Monday 5th September and will be mainly about the 
programme for our Orientation Day on Saturday 10th September at the school. Please watch out for it! 


| look forward to meeting you all on September 10th. 


Clive Carthew 
School Director 


